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Sir: 



Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the Applicant 
requests consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

PART I: Compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97 

This Information Disclosure Statement has been filed with a Request for Continued 
Examination. The Request for Continued Examination fee of $790.00 is included with this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 



PART II: Information Cited 

The Applicant hereby makes of record in the above-identified application the information 
listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified PTO/SB/08). The order of presentation of the 
references should not be construed as an indication of the importance of the references. 
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PART III: Explanation of Non-English Language References and Remarks Concerning Other 
Information Cited 

The Japanese references cited on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified PTO/SB/08) 
were cited by the Japanese Patent Office in corresponding Japanese Patent Application No. 
2000/592751. The purported relevance of these references can be gleaned from the enclosed 
comments from the Japanese associate summarizing the contents of an official action from the 
Japanese Patent Office in which claims were rejected based on the references, and which include 
what the Japanese associate characterizes as an "English translation of the gist" of the cited 
references. 

PART IV: Remarks 

Documents cited anywhere in the Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed unless 
otherwise indicated. It is respectfully requested that: 

1 . The Examiner consider completely the cited information, along with any other 
information, in reaching a determination concerning the patentability of the present claims; 

2. The enclosed form PTO-1449 (modified PTO/SB/08) be signed by the Examiner to 
evidence that the cited information has been fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office 
during the examination of this application; 

3. The citations for the information be printed on any patent which issues from this 
application. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that a search has been performed, of the extent of any search performed, or that 
more relevant information does not exist. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56(b). 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, in fact, prior 
art as defined by 35 U.S.C. §102. 
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Notwithstanding any statements by the Applicant, the Examiner is urged to form his or 
her own conclusion regarding the relevance of the cited information. 
An early and favorable action is hereby requested. 

Respectfully submitted. 



By: "^AJaa^^I^JZ 
Melissa A. Beede 
Reg. No. 54,986 
Federal Reserve Building 
WOLF, GREENFIELD & SACKS, P.C. 
600 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210-2206 
(617)646-8000 

Docket No.: E0295.70080US00 
Date: December 14, 2005 
xl2/14/05x 
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Examiner's 
Initials ^ 


Cite 
No 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, 

city and/or country where published. 


Translation 
(Y/N) 






Computopia, pp. 62-64, Vol. 33, No. 387, published on December 1, 1998 by K.K. Computer Age. 


Y 






Public disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No. 5-241933, official gazette. 


Y 






Public disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No. 6-83682, official gazette. 


Y 






Nikkei Computer, pp. 122-125, No. 442, published on April 27, 1998 by Nikkei BP Co., Ltd. 


Y 











EXAMINER: 



DATE CONSIDERED: 



^ EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 

♦a copy of this reference is not provided as it was previously cited by or sifomitted to the office in a prior application. Serial No. , filed , and relied upon for an earlier 

filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120 (continuation, continuation-in-part, and divisional applications). 

[NOTE - No copies of U.S. patents, published U.S. patent applications, or pending, unpublished patent applications stored in the USPTO's Image File Wrapper (IFW) system, 
are included. See 37 CFR §1.98 and 12870G163. Copies of all other patent(s), publication(s), unpublished, pending U.S. patent applications, or other information listed are 
provided as required by 37 CFR §1.98 unless 1) such copies were provided in an IDS in an earlier application that complies with 37 CFR §1,98, and 2) the earlier application is 
relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120.] 
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